
 
 

Summary of SETI Activities over the past 12 months – September 2013 
 

Introduction 
At the 2012 AGM, the members present went through an exercise to provide some direction 
for SETI over the year. This focused on what people wanted more of and the transition 
aspects that they felt we should push. SETI is an organization run by its members for its 
members. The work achieved this year has only been possible due to the commitment of a 
few people who have filled the role of organizers and those members who have taken the 
time to participate in events and workshops. 
 
A number of small focus groups were formed to take forward some aspects, and the activities 
of those groups over the past year are set out below.  
 
Policy sub-group – Chair Eric Rempel 
The focus of the Policy sub-group over the past year has been on the following activities:  

• Encouraging Steinbach City Council to set up a sustainability task force with SETI 
members providing support 

• Setting up a network of local food producers to promote the availability of locally grown 
food in South East Manitoba 

• Developing a ‘Transportation’ demonstration for Summer in the City 

• Responding to Manitoba Government consultations of relevance to SETI 
Progress on these areas and others is set out below: 
 

• Steinbach City Council 

▪ Made a presentation to council advocating for the need for a “Sustainability Task 
Force” 

▪ The mayor responded to that presentation saying this would be taken up at the 
summer study session 

▪ Wrote a letter to the mayor just prior to the study session suggesting issues the 
task force ought to address. 

▪ Received a letter from the city manager stating that no task force will be set up 
at this time. 

▪ The mayor has suggested we run a candidate in the November 2014 civic 
election. 

◦ Wrote a letter to the mayor after one of his speeches, in which he highlighting 
growth' that there is need to identify other progress indicators other than growth. 

 

• Food producers in Southeastern Manitoba 

◦ Organized a networking meeting. This was done at the instigation of Jackie Avent 



who then facilitated the meeting. 34 people in attendance. This meeting seemed to 
indicate that there was significant interest in some collaborative work. 

◦ Lead two follow-up meetings with diminishing attendance. No consensus was 
reached at that time, and this work is on hold until the summer work is done. 

◦ This has resulted in the preparation of a Directory of Local Food Producers. This 
directory has received quite wide circulation. 

 

• Prepared a display for Summer in the City – focus: Transportation 

◦ The display in essence said that we need to get away from fossil fuel dependent 
transportation and that there are currently viable alternatives 

▪ the focus was on what could be done in Steinbach: more cycling and all electric 
car. 

◦ The display consisted of hands on items and display boards 

◦ We intend to try and set the display up in the high schools in Hanover SD, hopefully 
combining this with some other related educational events. 

 

• Maintained some dialogue with our local MLA 

◦ The essence of this communication has been an attempt to convince him that a 
carbon tax is consistent with a conservative agenda. 

 

• Worked with the Manitoba Organic Alliance and the Canadian Organic Growers in the 
celebration of National Organic Week by showing the documentary Symphony of the 
Soil 

 

• Responded to the Government's TomorrowNow document 
 
Communications sub-group – Chair Selena Randall 
A core group are leading communications for SETI with the following focus: website, emails, 
Rethinking Lifestyles, Facebook. A few changes have happened over the year to try and 
make communications smoother and simpler for volunteers to do. 

• Website – the website was revamped by Wade Wiebe and it continues to be the main 
route for people to find out information about SETI 

• Email – we started using Mailchimp to send out emails. This allows people to send an 
email onto others so they can subscribe themselves and people can unsubscribe when 
they are no longer interested, which reduces the work to maintain an up to date list. A 
template for news emails was adopted and this has given our mailings a more 
professional and consistent look regardless of who writes the messages 

• Rethinking lifestyles – we continue to publish an article in the Carillon (p7), 
mysteinbach.ca, and the blog section of the website each week. We have had a 
number of themes running over the year including building design and transportation 
and have tried to be conscious of seasons and local issues including the planned 
action to reduce domestic pesticide use, plans to extend the Steinbach sewage lagoon 
and the local fruitshare scheme. There is a real need to co-opt some authors over the 
coming year, and Selena will be asking people to write something.  

• Facebook – we continue to have a presence on Facebook although ‘likes’ are low. 
Lacey Lord manages post and keeps those members who participate up to date on 
events. 

 



Events sub-group – Chair Gabriel Gagne 
The focus of the events sub-group has been to deliver a monthly event of interest to the 
members. For the first part of the year, Chris Randall chaired the group but had to step back 
to focus on his MSc thesis, and Gabriel Gagne took over. Some of the events that were 
delivered over the year include: 
- Lecture on the Climate Reality Project by Danny Rabidoux 
- The movie "Fresh" - addressed healthy and sustainable ways to farm 
- Lecture on Composting by Gerry Dubé 
- Lecture on Mushroom growing and Maple Syrup production by Ken Fosty 
- The movie "Forks Over Knives" - Encouraged eating a plant based diet to reduce the chance 
of suffering from various chronic diseases. 
- Tour of local CSA: God's Acres (a pesticide free farm) 
– Tour of Steinbach landfill and recycling plant  
– Summer in the City booth on transportation alternatives 
– Garden tour of 4 members organic gardens followed by a discussion on the challenges of 
organic gardening 
 
Re-skilling sub-group – Chair Rebecca Hiebert 
Last year the members asked for more workshops so they could build their transition skills.  
During the winter/spring of 2013 the Re-skilling group ran the following workshops to share 
information from experts and experienced members on raising, growing, harvesting, and 
preserving local food including: 
-Fermenting vegetables for preservation 
-Fermenting drinks (including kombucha and kefir) 
-Sourdough bread-making 
-Beekeeping 
-Raising pastured animals 
-Starting tomato and pepper plants from seed 
 
A small charge has been made for these workshops to cover the costs of materials, and each 
workshop has been well attended. Future workshop ideas are for one on raising goats and 
rabbits for food, and yoghurt making. 
 
Green Drinks 
Members come to connect and informally chat about “green” issues over Green Drinks at a 
local coffee shop each month. There is no fixed agenda and topics of discussion are wide 
ranging and interesting. 
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